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College Preparatory Survey Course

Mr. Jeremy Stille, Instructor

GCS email: Jeremy.Stille@gcssk12.net
Office: Room 101
This is a survey course in Economics designed to give a broad overview of the field of Economics. This class is required to graduate and receive a high school diploma. Economics is something that you use every day of your life even if you do not realize it. Choices you make, money you spend, paying taxes….It will influence your life. Sound harsh? Maybe, but so true! You need to know how it affects your life!
A word to the WISE: The absolute all time single action you can do as a student that will assist you in understanding and comprehension of Economics (as well as any topic) is to read this syllabus!!, read the textbook, read the business section of the newspaper, read the news on the internet, watch and listen the national economic news or channels like CNBC, discuss what you see and hear, and participate in this economy. You cannot discuss economics intelligently without any background knowledge. Facilitate your own learning and absorb economic news from all places. Most of all, 

Another BIG word to the WISE: This is a project based learning class. You will be expected to complete role plays, demonstrations, sing, rap, dance, make broadcasts, play charades, make videos, posters, and power points. You will be expected to work well with other students in your class. Creativity, 0riginality and effort go a long way in determining your understanding of economics.
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Effort matters to me. It will matter to your future college professor, future supervisor and boss too. Get in the habit of making the effort!



1. To teach instructional content and social studies skills to prepare students to become informed, responsible, effective citizens who can understand economic current events through applying basic economic principles, current world events, and historical information pertaining to the US and World Economy. 

(In other words, have the knowledge to make safe, logical economic decisions.)

2. To teach instructional content and social studies skills to prepare students for Georgia High School Graduation Test (optional as of 2011-2012) and State required Economic End – of – Course Test (EOCT).
(Pretty plain to understand ~ graduate!!)

3. To teach instructional content so students will be conscious of the economic history of the United States, learn from the economic past and to prepare for the economic future. 

(Learn from economic mistakes!)

Within each instructional unit, students will be given many opportunities to demonstrate the following social studies life skills: 

	1. Information processing skills
	What does this paragraph and date tell me?

	2. Map and globe skills
	What countries are influencing the US economy?

	3. Critical thinking skills
	How will this event affect people in the US, & what is the economic forecast?

	4. Reading comprehension skills 
	Do I understand what the deeper meaning is as applied to my life? 

	5. Effective writing and communication skills 
	Tell the world what you think and know about the US economy!


This economics course provides students with a basic foundation in the field of economics. This End-of-Course Test subject has five sections. Each unit will be approximately 12 to 15 days each. Unit pacing will follow this schedule below:

· Domain 1: 
Fundamental Concepts 

20.5%
· Domain 2: 
Microeconomics 


22%
· Domain 3: 
Macroeconomics 


20.5%
· Domain 4: 
International Economics

18%
· Domain 5: 
Personal Finance 


19%
The EOCT is mandated by the State of Georgia and cannot be exempted. 
Primary Source Materials

· Georgia Performance Standards (a copy is included at the end of this syllabus)
· Passing the Georgia End-of-Course Study Test in Economics, American Book Company (2007)

· Textbook: Economics:  Principles in Action (2005 Edition); 



The above five domains of Economics/Business/Free Enterprise will be covered in this 18 week course. This course is based on End of Course Test Domains (EOCT) and Georgia Performance Standards (GPS).

Students will be expected to:

1. Attend class every day.

2. Read the text, newspaper, and internet for economic knowledge building. 

3. Read aloud in class and discuss notes, newspaper articles, internet articles, world news events and chapter readings.

4. Define 5 units of economic vocabulary and participate in vocab charades.
5. Complete partner and large group learning assignments and projects.
6. Complete individual mini-learning projects.

7. Take notes when appropriate in class.
8. Read and write summaries economic newsworthy articles and write reflections of personal economic experiences. 
9. Complete 5 Unit Tests.

10. Complete 5 Unit projects and or essay papers.

11. Complete pre and post tests in the semester course (Post test only will count as a grade).

12. Complete Comprehensive End of Course Test.

13. Participate in 5 student – teacher conferences (one for every unit).
14. Compile all work and assignments pertaining to class in a notebook, which will be subject to random notebook checks for a grade.

15. Check grades on Power school and ask questions as necessary.

16. Turn in all work and assignments when they are due.




	Type of Work
	Percentage
	Work description

	Formative/Daily
	35%
	Unit vocabulary, Unit essential questions, Selected unit daily classroom assignments like cartoons, maps, reflection writing

	Summative/Tests, Presentations, Projects, Essays
	50%
	Unit tests, Post Tests, Computer projects, scavenger hunts, Webquests, written essay assignments

	EOCT
	15%
	Comprehensive (cumulative) End of Course test


Progress Reports: Students and Parents should check student grades on-line (www.gcssk12.ga.us ) frequently. See guidance office personnel for procedures and passwords. Students may check their grades on-line each day at GHS in the computer labs or the library.




Use this handy dandy chart to find the most important classroom procedures. 
	Absences
	3 days missed = teacher/parent contact

5 days missed = administrator mails letter to parent

7 days missed = student referred to Social Department for action

10 days missed = referred to judicial system

In the case of excused absences (illness, death), a written excuse from a doctor or parent within 5 days is required to be submitted to the counselor’s office. Excuses are subject to review by the Counselor’s office, and denial based on validity.

All previously announced assignments prior to being absent will be due upon return to the class. All assignments and due dates will be posted on white board. It is recommended that you get a calendar to keep record when assignments are due in this class. 
Students will have 2 days to make up missed work for every day absent from class. It is the student’s responsibility to ask for missed assignments from me or a co-student or get them from:  http://mrstille.weebly.com/
It is your responsibility to email me if you know you are going to be absent from class prior to being out. Email addresses are at the top of the syllabus. If you do not notify me of the reason you are absent, I will think you are absent from class for no good reason. Please refer to the GHS handbook for the Attendance policy details. Stay in touch so you do not fall behind in your work!

	Assignment labeling 
	Be sure to put the name of the assignment, your name, class period, and date on your papers.

Example: Jeremy Stille
                Vocab Unit 1

                2nd period

                May 20, 2011

	Assignment Turn in
	Do not turn in assignments until they are requested, and when placing papers together, turn all in the same direction. Never just lay an assignment on my desk without asking/telling what you are doing. It can become lost.

	Class dismissal
	Remain seated until the bell rings for class dismissal. Don’t ask “Can Platinum go?” When the timer rings, platinum can go.


	Crowding at the Door
	Don’t stand around the door waiting for the bell to ring at the beginning of class. Come in sit down, begin your start up. 


	Eating in Class
	No eating in class. You may have drinks but no food. This is enforced.


	Finding information
	You will find information pertaining to what is happening in class on the white board. Don’t ask before you LOOK and READ!


	Hats/head coverings
	Per the GHS handbook, hats are not to be worn inside the school buildings.



	IDs
	IDs should be on and visible at all times while on GHS property.


	Leaving class
	DO NOT leave the room without looking Mr. Stille square in the eye and asking for permission to leave. Always get a note or the pass. You have 7 minutes maximum to go to the restroom. Do not ask to leave 10 minutes after the bells rings to start class or 10 minutes prior to the bell ringing to leave. 

	Materials you need to bring to class everyday
	· Notebook 2” binder at least

· EOCT Study Guide material given in class
· Syllabus & Georgia Performance Standards (in this document)
· Unit Vocabulary    

· Daily Assignments 

· Unit Sheets to be given out at the beginning of the unit

· Unit Tests, projects, and essays
· Pen, Black or Red 
· Pencil!!

· Calculator (optional ~ you will need for formulas)



	Pencil Sharpening
	Do not sharpen in the middle of class or when a person is speaking. 


	Phones
	Cell phones/electronic devices are not permitted during class periods. You may only have out your phone visible in class with Mr. Stille’s permission. 


	Respect. Restraint. Responsibility
	Demonstrate respect to everyone on the classroom all the time. No Horseplay. No Bullying. No Inappropriate language of gestures.


	Start ups
	When you arrive to class, begin working on your start up. Don’t waste time.


	Tardies
	First 10 minutes = tardy
11-45 minutes = skipping (I will issue a referral)

46 minutes until the end of class = absent

On the 4th tardy and every tardy thereafter, the student will earn and receive a lunch detention. Failure to serve lunch detention will result in Saturday School per the GHS handbook.




Various consequences will be given for inappropriate behaviors.

1. Verbal warning and Consultation with student

2. Phone call, email, and or meeting with parent

3. Detention

4. Referral to Academy principal



Tornado

See procedures posted on the back of the entrance to the room.  Students will sit crossed legged on the floor along the interior wall of the classroom with their heads covered with their hands or an article of clothing if available.

Fire (and drills)
Evacuate the classroom. Turn left out of the door and turn the first corner to the right, exiting the freshman academy 3rd floor of GHS. Convene across Elephant Trail on the front lawn of Center Point Christian Education Center.
Refer to your agenda/ calendar for more procedures. All rules and procedures outlined in the GHS handbook apply at all times.
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Name________________________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________ State____________Zip_________________

Home Phone__________________________________Cell Phone_______________________________

Email address_________________________________________________________________________

Parent’s first and last name_______________________________________________________________

Parent’s email address_________________________________________________________

Do you participate in an after school activity? (list & give teacher’s name)________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have an after school job?__________________________________________________________

Where do you see yourself in 1 year? 5 years? 10 years? _____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What is your opinion about school? _______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What is your favorite subject & why? ______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What are your hobbies?__________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What is your dream occupation? (no professional sports or movie stars) _____________________________________________________________________________________
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Student Commitment

I have read the syllabus, been given the opportunity to ask questions, and understand that it takes effort, initiative, and tenacity to understand Economics and a willingness to do the work to be successful in my Economics class. I am committed to doing my best, not just “getting by.” I understand that my Economics teachers are available for tutoring when I need additional help; all I have to do is ask. I will be present, prompt, and in daily attendance in class unless emergencies prevent it. I understand my responsibility of completing all assignments and making up any missed assignments and obtaining class notes from my classmates in an appropriate and timely fashion.

Student Signature:____________________________________________Date______________

Parent Commitment
I have thoroughly read over the syllabus, discussed the expectations and curriculum with my child, and understand my vital role of assisting in my child’s education. I will work to keep my child motivated and focused on his/her success in Economics. I also know that I can contact Mr.Young or Ms. Ware at any time as concerns or questions may rise.

Parent Signature:__________________________________________Date_______________________

Teacher Commitment
I genuinely care for young adults and understand fully the positive influence I have on them daily. With this duty, I will strive to provide a challenging and meaningful education in a positive and inviting learning environment.

Teacher Signature:__________________________________________Date____________

Economics Syllabus 
Mr. Jeremy Stille 
Fall 2011


